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Barriers to Training, Education, & Skills Development –

Youth Voices

Sources: 

- YMCA Canada and YWCA Canada (August 2021). Preventing a lockdown generation: A plan to support Canada’s youth in post-pandemic recovery. 

- Civiconnect (October 2021). Impacts of COVID-19 on youth in Niagara: A community needs assessment

- NWPB Pandemic Impacts Survey, Summer 2021

- This program is run through a partnership between Civiconnect and the Town of Lincoln, and seeks to address barriers to training and employment. It is funded through a 

Skills Development Fund and the Information Technology Communications Council. 

These barriers outlines some of those identified by YMCA Canada and YWCA Canada, 

NWPB’s youth consultations, and Civiconnect’s youth survey.

As of Summer 2021…
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Cohort 2 (45 youth) is currently 

in training

Cohort 3 (45 youth) is expected 

to finish by March 2022.

Projects are tech-based and 

focused on work in 1 of 3 areas:

• Digital marketing

• Web development

• IT systems administration

Success Story – Youth Skills Studio

45
Youth participants 

representing 

demographics 

historically 

excluded from STEM. 

Cohort 1 complete

Moving due to education

Delay in studies

Unreliable internet

Socially isolated

Financial difficulties

Limited literacy skills

Limited technology skills

Mental health difficulties

Balancing school & work

https://www.preventingalockdowngeneration.ca/
https://www.civiconnect.ca/impacts-of-covid-19-on-youth-in-niagara/
http://www.nwpb.ca/

